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Agenda

Streetscape Design 

There will be a chance to ask questions between each section

Street Design Complete Streets

Building Historic Preservation Wrap- Up Discussion

Street furniture, lighting, signage Different street standards Street standards that address all modes

Building design, placement Historic building additions, improvements Summary and Final questions and discussions if 
design guidelines can work in your community.



Let’s Get to Know Each Other - About 
Your Community

3



Does Your Community Have Design 
Guidelines?

4



Does this community have 
design guidelines?

Ithaca, New York



• Yes – Ithaca has 
Design Guidelines

Ithaca, New York



Does this community have 
design guidelines?

Portland, Maine



• Yes – Portland has 
Design Guidelines

Portland, Maine



Focuses on the Public Realm

Design Guideline 
Principles

Lots of Images

Municipalities can guide the development of the public 
realm – the sidewalks, the area’s walkability
• Streetscape Zones
• Activating the public realm – what makes an area 

fun to walk around?

Visuals are so important!
• Photo examples
• Drawings
• Graphics



Building Zone Sidewalk Zone Amenity Zone



Streetscape Design – Things to Think About
Good vs. Bad Design

Example #1 Example #2



Typical Elements

Streetscape 
Design

• Street Furniture
• Street Trees
• Lighting 
• Signage
• Sidewalks and Crosswalks
• Parklets and Outdoor Dining
• Parking and Wayfinding



Streetscape Design Guidelines
Examples

Village of Round Lake, IL Downtown Streetscape Plan

https://www.roundlakeil.gov/files/documents/DowntownStree
tscapePlanFinal95231332110451111523AM.pdf

Mooresville, NC Downtown Streetscape Master Plan

Downtown Streetscape Master Plan

https://www.roundlakeil.gov/files/documents/DowntownStreetscapePlanFinal95231332110451111523AM.pdf
https://www.roundlakeil.gov/files/documents/DowntownStreetscapePlanFinal95231332110451111523AM.pdf
https://mooresvillenc.gov/government/departments/planning___community_development/mooresville_downtown_study.php


Stockade
Historic Stockade Comprehensive Streetscape Plan

Stockade- Association | Planning4Places, LLC

https://www.planning4places.com/stockade-association
https://www.planning4places.com/stockade-association
https://www.planning4places.com/stockade-association


Stockade



Saranac Lake



Saranac Lake





Street Design – Things to Think About
Good vs. Bad Design

Example #1 Example #2



Typical Elements

Street Design 
Guidelines

Example: NYC Street Design 
Manual

• Curb Management
• Intersections
• Shared Spaces
• Sidewalks
• Crosswalks
• Micromobility
• Buses
• Vehicles
• May also address Streetscape Elements – 

Materials, Lighting, Furnishings, Landscaping, 
Activating Public Spaces

Curb Extension | NYC Street Design Manual

https://www.nycstreetdesign.info/geometry/curb-extension


Example

Street Design 
Guidelines

Bus Boarding Island | NYC Street Design Manual

https://www.nycstreetdesign.info/geometry/bus-boarding-island


Example

Street Design 
Guidelines

Lane Width -  NACTO

https://nacto.org/publication/urban-street-design-guide/street-design-elements/lane-width/
https://nacto.org/publication/urban-street-design-guide/street-design-elements/lane-width/
https://nacto.org/publication/urban-street-design-guide/street-design-elements/lane-width/


Complete Streets Design – Things to 
Think About
Good vs. Bad Design

Example #1 Example #2



Typical Elements

Complete Streets 
Design Guidelines

Example

• Street Types – Downtown, Connector, Neighborhood 
streets

• Street Zones
• Bike Infrastructure
• Bike and Scooter parking
• May address green infrastructure, speed 

management, process, and implementation

Montgomery County Complete Streets Design 
Guide Version 1.2

https://montgomeryplanning.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/05/Montgomery-County-Complete-Streets-Design-Guide_v1.2.pdf
https://montgomeryplanning.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/05/Montgomery-County-Complete-Streets-Design-Guide_v1.2.pdf


Complete Streets Design Guidelines
Examples

New Jersey Complete Streets 
Design Guide

NJCS_DesignGuide.pdf

Urban Street Design Guide -  NACTO

https://dot.nj.gov/transportation/eng/completestreets/pdf/NJCS_DesignGuide.pdf
https://nacto.org/publication/urban-street-design-guide/
https://nacto.org/publication/urban-street-design-guide/
https://nacto.org/publication/urban-street-design-guide/


Complete Streets Design Guidelines
Examples

City of Denver, CO Complete Streets Design Guidelines

Denver Complete Streets Design Guiadelianes 2020
City of Rome, NY Main Street Plan

MuncipalPlan_Rome.pdf

https://www.denvergov.org/files/assets/public/v/2/doti/documents/standards/doties-017.0_complete_streets_guidelines.pdf
https://oneidacountyny.gov/assets/Planning/Main-Street-Program/MuncipalPlan_Rome.pdf


Building Design – Things to Think About
Good vs. Bad Design

Example #1 Example #2



Typical Elements

Building Design Example

• Building Facades 
• Building Orientation
• Building Placement
• Windows
• Doors/Entrances
• Building types like storefronts

City of Los Angeles, 
CA Commercial 
Citywide Design 
Guidelines
CommercialCitywide
DesignGuidelines.pdf

https://urbandesignla.com/resources/docs/CommercialCitywideDesignGuidelines/lo/CommercialCitywideDesignGuidelines.pdf
https://urbandesignla.com/resources/docs/CommercialCitywideDesignGuidelines/lo/CommercialCitywideDesignGuidelines.pdf


Building Design 
Guidelines
Example

Typical 
Elements

Collegetown- Design-
Guidelines- Adopted- Mar-
2018

https://www.cityofithacany.gov/DocumentCenter/View/8528/Collegetown-Design-Guidelines-Adopted-Mar-2018?bidId=
https://www.cityofithacany.gov/DocumentCenter/View/8528/Collegetown-Design-Guidelines-Adopted-Mar-2018?bidId=
https://www.cityofithacany.gov/DocumentCenter/View/8528/Collegetown-Design-Guidelines-Adopted-Mar-2018?bidId=
https://www.cityofithacany.gov/DocumentCenter/View/8528/Collegetown-Design-Guidelines-Adopted-Mar-2018?bidId=
https://www.cityofithacany.gov/DocumentCenter/View/8528/Collegetown-Design-Guidelines-Adopted-Mar-2018?bidId=
https://www.cityofithacany.gov/DocumentCenter/View/8528/Collegetown-Design-Guidelines-Adopted-Mar-2018?bidId=
https://www.cityofithacany.gov/DocumentCenter/View/8528/Collegetown-Design-Guidelines-Adopted-Mar-2018?bidId=
https://www.cityofithacany.gov/DocumentCenter/View/8528/Collegetown-Design-Guidelines-Adopted-Mar-2018?bidId=
https://www.cityofithacany.gov/DocumentCenter/View/8528/Collegetown-Design-Guidelines-Adopted-Mar-2018?bidId=
https://www.cityofithacany.gov/DocumentCenter/View/8528/Collegetown-Design-Guidelines-Adopted-Mar-2018?bidId=
https://www.cityofithacany.gov/DocumentCenter/View/8528/Collegetown-Design-Guidelines-Adopted-Mar-2018?bidId=


Building Design 
Guidelines
Example

Collegetown- Design-Guidelines-Adopted- Mar- 2018

https://www.cityofithacany.gov/DocumentCenter/View/8528/Collegetown-Design-Guidelines-Adopted-Mar-2018?bidId=
https://www.cityofithacany.gov/DocumentCenter/View/8528/Collegetown-Design-Guidelines-Adopted-Mar-2018?bidId=
https://www.cityofithacany.gov/DocumentCenter/View/8528/Collegetown-Design-Guidelines-Adopted-Mar-2018?bidId=
https://www.cityofithacany.gov/DocumentCenter/View/8528/Collegetown-Design-Guidelines-Adopted-Mar-2018?bidId=
https://www.cityofithacany.gov/DocumentCenter/View/8528/Collegetown-Design-Guidelines-Adopted-Mar-2018?bidId=
https://www.cityofithacany.gov/DocumentCenter/View/8528/Collegetown-Design-Guidelines-Adopted-Mar-2018?bidId=
https://www.cityofithacany.gov/DocumentCenter/View/8528/Collegetown-Design-Guidelines-Adopted-Mar-2018?bidId=
https://www.cityofithacany.gov/DocumentCenter/View/8528/Collegetown-Design-Guidelines-Adopted-Mar-2018?bidId=
https://www.cityofithacany.gov/DocumentCenter/View/8528/Collegetown-Design-Guidelines-Adopted-Mar-2018?bidId=
https://www.cityofithacany.gov/DocumentCenter/View/8528/Collegetown-Design-Guidelines-Adopted-Mar-2018?bidId=
https://www.cityofithacany.gov/DocumentCenter/View/8528/Collegetown-Design-Guidelines-Adopted-Mar-2018?bidId=


Building Design 
Guidelines

Town & Village of Stillwater Route 4 Corridor Design 
Guidelines
Final- Design- Guidelines- March- 2017.pdf

https://townofstillwaterny.gov/wp-content/uploads/2017/11/Final-Design-Guidelines-March-2017.pdf
https://townofstillwaterny.gov/wp-content/uploads/2017/11/Final-Design-Guidelines-March-2017.pdf
https://townofstillwaterny.gov/wp-content/uploads/2017/11/Final-Design-Guidelines-March-2017.pdf
https://townofstillwaterny.gov/wp-content/uploads/2017/11/Final-Design-Guidelines-March-2017.pdf
https://townofstillwaterny.gov/wp-content/uploads/2017/11/Final-Design-Guidelines-March-2017.pdf
https://townofstillwaterny.gov/wp-content/uploads/2017/11/Final-Design-Guidelines-March-2017.pdf
https://townofstillwaterny.gov/wp-content/uploads/2017/11/Final-Design-Guidelines-March-2017.pdf
https://townofstillwaterny.gov/wp-content/uploads/2017/11/Final-Design-Guidelines-March-2017.pdf
https://townofstillwaterny.gov/wp-content/uploads/2017/11/Final-Design-Guidelines-March-2017.pdf


Building Design Guidelines

City of Springfield, MA Design Guidelines for the 
Residential Architecture of Springfield

Springfield_Design_Guide

Examples

Washington, IA

Downtown Design 
Guide

https://www.springfield-ma.gov/planning/fileadmin/Planning_files/forms/Downloads/Design_Guidelines_Residential_Architecture.pdf
https://washingtoniowa.gov/wp-content/uploads/2025/04/downtowndesignguide-1.pdf
https://washingtoniowa.gov/wp-content/uploads/2025/04/downtowndesignguide-1.pdf


Historic Building Design – Things to Think About
Good vs. Bad Design

Example #1 Example #2



Typical Elements

Historic Preservation 
Design Guidelines

Example:

• Design Review Process
• Roof Types
• Walls
• Windows and Doors
• Porches
• Additions
• Demolitions

Solebury Township, PA Historic Districts Design Guidelines
harb- guidelines.pdf

https://soleburytwp.org/forms/harb-guidelines.pdf
https://soleburytwp.org/forms/harb-guidelines.pdf
https://soleburytwp.org/forms/harb-guidelines.pdf


Historic Preservation Design Guidelines
Examples

Shelburne, Vermont Design Review guidelines

Design Review in Shelburne

Cape May, New Jersey Historic Design Standards

Official Website for the City of Cape May NJ -  
Historic Design Standards

https://www.shelburnevt.org/DocumentCenter/View/2013/Design-Review-Guidelines-
https://www.capemaycity.com/departments/boardsandcommissions/HistoricDesignStandards
https://www.capemaycity.com/departments/boardsandcommissions/HistoricDesignStandards
https://www.capemaycity.com/departments/boardsandcommissions/HistoricDesignStandards


Town of Rhinebeck

Town of Rhinebeck Historical and Archaeological Handbook

Handbook February 2025

https://indd.adobe.com/view/521f6bcd-09dd-4fcb-ad0b-7a55e8888aa5


Town of Rhinebeck



Town of Rhinebeck



Wrap-Up 
Discussion
• Implementation 

• Adoption
• Budgeting and Grant Funding to 

implement improvements



Adoption

Appendix to Comprehensive 
Plan or Zoning Ordinance

Adopted by Resolution
• Shows commitment to funding agencies/organizations
• Additional weight in land development process.

Stand- alone Document

20XX

Adopted by Resolution
• Shows commitment to funding agencies/organizations



Funding

Municipal Budgeting

Setting aside funding every year in your municipal budget 
• Can you set aside $50,000 per year for sidewalk 

improvements or $10,000 per year for streetscape 
furniture?

• Do you already have your public works staff install 
sidewalks or simple improvements? Install and maintain 
streetscape furniture?

Grants 

20XX

State and Local programs 
• New York Main Street Program
• New York Downtown Revitalization Initiative
• New York Forward
• Local Foundations
Federal Programs
• Transportation Alternatives Program (TAP)
• Safe Streets and Roads for All (SS4A)
• Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) for sidewalks
Others?



Resources
Complete Streets/Street Design
• National Association of City Transportation Officials (NACTO) Urban 

Street Design Guide
• Urban Street Design Guide – NACTO

• Global Designing Cities Initiative
• Guides & Publications -  Global Designing Cities Initiative

https://nacto.org/publication/urban-street-design-guide/
https://nacto.org/publication/urban-street-design-guide/
https://nacto.org/publication/urban-street-design-guide/
https://nacto.org/publication/urban-street-design-guide/
https://globaldesigningcities.org/guides-publications/
https://globaldesigningcities.org/guides-publications/
https://globaldesigningcities.org/guides-publications/
https://globaldesigningcities.org/guides-publications/


Resources
Historic Preservation/Building Design
• National Alliance of Preservation Commissions Design Guidelines 

Resource
• Design Guidelines

• National Park Service Preservation Briefs
• Preservation Briefs -  Technical Preservation Services (U.S. National Park 

Service)

https://www.napcommissions.org/design-guidelines
https://www.napcommissions.org/design-guidelines
https://www.nps.gov/orgs/1739/preservation-briefs.htm
https://www.nps.gov/orgs/1739/preservation-briefs.htm
https://www.nps.gov/orgs/1739/preservation-briefs.htm
https://www.nps.gov/orgs/1739/preservation-briefs.htm
https://www.nps.gov/orgs/1739/preservation-briefs.htm


Discussion
• Would Design Guidelines work in your community?
• What elements would you include in your Design 

Guidelines? 
• Other Questions?



THANK YOU!
Katherine Ember, AICP
kember@planning4places.com

mailto:kember@planning4places.com
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