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Why is Junk a Problem?

ÅProperty Values

ÅAesthetic Issues

ÅSafety Hazards

ÅHealth Concerns
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bŜǿ ¸ƻǊƪΩǎ !ǇǇǊƻŀŎƘ

ÅGeneral Municipal Law § 136 - NYS Motor 
Vehicle Junkyard Law

ÅVehicle & Traffic Law § 415-a ς5ƛǎƳŀƴǘƭŜǊΩǎ 
Permit

ÅGeneral Business Law, Article 6 ςJunk Dealers

ÅNYS Uniform Fire & Prevention and Building 
Code
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NYS Motor Vehicle
Junkyard Law

General Municipal Law § 136

ïThe NYS Legislature declared that the 
unrestrained accumulation of junk motor vehicles 
is a hazard to the health, safety and welfare of NYS 
citizens and therefore must be regulated.
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NYS Motor Vehicle 
Junkyard Law

ÅA junkyard is defined as a 
property, whether in 
connection with another 
business or not, that 
stores two or more 
unregistered motor 
vehicles for purposes of:
ïResale of used parts;

ïReclaiming metal, glass, fabric 
or other materials; or 

ïDisposal. 
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NYS Motor Vehicle
Junkyard Law

Municipal Authority:

1. A license to operate a junkyard is required from 
the municipality.

2. Municipalities can also adopt their own local 
laws to exert more or less control over the 
accumulation of junk. 

3. If a municipality adopts its own local junkyard 
law, it trumps GML § 136, regardless of whether 
it is more or less restrictive. 
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NYS Motor Vehicle
Junkyard Law

Junkyard License Applications:
ÅInitiated by a written application for license and 

certificate of approved location to the municipal 
governing board.
ÅIn municipalities with zoning laws, a Certificate of 

Approval is required from the ZBA. 
ÅApplication must include a description of the land. 
ÅA public hearing shall be scheduled within 2-4 weeks 

from the date of receipt of the application.
ÅAnnual $25 licensing fee.
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NYS Motor Vehicle
Junkyard Law

Municipal Considerations in the License 
Application:

ïNo junkyard shall be within 500 ft. of a church, school, 
hospital, public building or place of public assembly.

ïProof of ownership of the property.

ïRecord of prior convictions for larceny or receipt of 
stolen goods.

ïNature of surrounding properties. 

ïAvailability of other sites.
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NYS Motor Vehicle
Junkyard Law

Municipal Considerations (Continued):

ïAbility to contain odors and smoke on site.

ïFencing requirements.

ïAesthetic factors:

ÅService roads.

ÅProximity to residential/recreation areas.

ÅNatural and artificial barriers screening the 
junkyard from view.
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NYS Motor Vehicle
Junkyard Law

Once a junkyard license is 
granted:

ÅApproved licenses are 
good for 1 year.

ÅRenewed without a 
hearing upon payment 
of the annual renewal 
fee, provided certain 
conditions are satisfied.
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NYS Motor Vehicle
Junkyard Law

Enforcement:

ÅMunicipalities should identify the officers 
authorized to enforce GML § 136.

ÅViolations are punishable by a fine (not to 
exceed $100/week).

ÅMunicipalities may also adopt local laws that 
provide additional remedies.
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Motor Vehicle Regulation Under the
Property Maintenance Code

NYS Property Maintenance 
Code § 302.8 

ÅProvides that two or 
more inoperative or 
unlicensed motor 
vehicles shall not be 
parked, kept, or stored 
on any premises.

Definitions

ÅάLƴƻǇŜǊŀōƭŜ ƳƻǘƻǊ ǾŜƘƛŎƭŜέ 
is defined as a motor 
vehicle which cannot be 
driven on a public street 
because it is unlicensed, 
wrecked, abandoned, in a 
state of disrepair or being 
incapable of being moved 
under its own power.

ÅException: farm operations
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5ƛǎƳŀƴǘƭŜǊΩǎ tŜǊƳƛǘ
VTL § 415-a

ÅWǳƴƪȅŀǊŘ ƻǿƴŜǊǎ Ƴŀȅ ŀƭǎƻ ƴŜŜŘ ŀ ŘƛǎƳŀƴǘƭŜǊΩǎ 
permit from NYS.

Å! ŘƛǎƳŀƴǘƭŜǊ ƛǎ ŘŜŦƛƴŜŘ ŀǎ άŀƴȅ ǇŜǊǎƻƴ ǿƘƻ ƛǎ 
engaged in the business of acquiring motor 
vehicles or trailers for the purpose of 
dismantling the same for parts or reselling 
ǎǳŎƘ ǾŜƘƛŎƭŜǎ ŀǎ ǎŎǊŀǇέΦ
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5ƛǎƳŀƴǘƭŜǊΩǎ tŜǊƳƛǘ
VTL § 415-a

ÅaǳƴƛŎƛǇŀƭƛǘȅΩǎ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜƳŜƴǘΥ

ïLimited ςƳŀȅ ǾŜǊƛŦȅ ǘƘŜ ŀǇǇƭƛŎŀƴǘΩǎ ŎƻƳǇƭƛŀƴŎŜ 
with all local laws and GML § 136 when it applies 
to a municipality; 

-OR-

ïThe local governing board may provide a 
statement that the business may operate at its 
location and no local law license is required.
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Wǳƴƪ 5ŜŀƭŜǊΩǎ [ƛŎŜƴǎŜ

ÅUnder Article 6 of the NYS General Business Law, 
junk dealers must obtain a license from the 
municipality to buy or sell scrap metal.
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Wǳƴƪ 5ŜŀƭŜǊΩǎ [ƛŎŜƴǎŜ

Å! άƧǳƴƪ ŘŜŀƭŜǊέ ƛǎ ŘŜŦƛƴŜŘ ŀǎ ŀƴȅ ǇŜǊǎƻƴ ƻǊ 
entity that buys and sells valuable metal
including junk shops, junkyards, junk stores, 
auto wreckers, and salvage yards.  

ÅA junk dealer does not include scrap 
processors.
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Wǳƴƪ 5ŜŀƭŜǊΩǎ [ƛŎŜƴǎŜ

ÅLicense required under Article 6 of the 
General Business Law.

ÅAnnual license fee of $5.

ÅAnnual renewal.

ÅNo person shall be entitled to a license if 
convicted of larceny or receipt of stolen 
property or a violation of GBL Article 6.
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Wǳƴƪ 5ŜŀƭŜǊΩǎ [ƛŎŜƴǎŜ

Other requirements:

ÅTiming

ÅLabeling

ÅMinimum age of seller

ÅEnforcement by local authorities
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Automobile Recyclers

ÅDEC regulates aspects of the automotive 
recycling industry to ensure protection of the 
environment:
ïDisposal and storage of waste fluids, refrigerant, 

and oil

ïTank registration

ïTire and battery storage

ÅA permit is required to store over 1,000 waste 
tires. (6 NYCRR Part 360)
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Household Junk
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NYS Uniform Fire Prevention 
and Building Code

ÅIncorporates the NYS Property Maintenance 
Code which governs the minimum conditions 
and the responsibilities of persons for 
maintenance of structures, equipment and 
exterior property.

ÅApplies to every municipality except NYC.
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Property Maintenance Code
§ 302.1 Sanitation

ÅExterior premises shall be maintained in a 
safe, clean, and sanitary condition.
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Property Maintenance Code
§ 302.4 Weeds

ÅWeeds include grass and vegetables other than trees (not 
including cultivated shrubs).
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ÅProperty shall be free of weeds or plant growth in excess of 
10 inches.


